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ABSTRACT 



This special Kids Count report examines the well-being of 
Arkansas' children, focusing on opportunities for children for arts 
education, physical education, and recreation; the report also links 
statistics on education and aesthetics with students' reading scores. The 
statistical portrait is based on 23 indicators of child well-being in six 
categories: (1) demography (number and percent of population under age 18) ; 

(2) technology (public-access computers in libraries) ; (3) commitment to 

aesthetics (arts education, physical education, extra curricular activities) ; 
(4) resources for public education (enrollment and per pupil expenditure) ; 
and (5) outcomes for children (children scoring at grade reading level) . The 
report's introduction highlights the importance of a childhood enriched with 
opportunities in the arts and physical activities, describes the benefits of 
such enrichment for child well-being, and discusses the school's role and the 
public's role in providing access to aesthetic-enrichment programs and 
physical education. Following introductory remarks, the indicators are 
defined. The bulk of the report then presents information for each indicator 
for the state and for each county. The report notes that the unavailability 
of information on aesthetic programs was a major obstacle in compiling the 
report. Findings suggest the commitment of resources by local governments to 
aesthetic opportunities, while showing the possible academic outcomes for 
children based on their exposure to extracurricular activities. The report 
does not assert that the indicators are solely responsible for the outcomes 
but rather follows the posture of current research linking aesthetics to 
academic outcomes. Appended are tables delineating the indicators for each 
county. (KB) 
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ents or guardian.’ From the report, a higher percentage of combination of lack of access and reduced interest in these 
these children are in less socio-economically-advantaged programs. This combination forms a wall that must be dis- 
(below 200% of the federal poverty line) families. Time and mantled, ensuring free access to physical and aesthetic re- 
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be enhanced by activities such as listening to music, reading ■ The arts benefit socio-emotional development by provid- 
and being read to, painting, etc. In a similar vein, participat- ing opportunities for expression of thoughts and feelings^ 

ing in physical activities as a child has a positive effect on and facilitating social skills between peers as they work 
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an eating disorder may be a part - are often covered by in- In a report’'' examining diabetic children in Arkansas, the in- 
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INTRODUCTION 



THE SCHOOL’S ROLE highest expenditure at $8,523, and DeQueen School District 

in Sevier County, the lowest at $3,710. A conclusion cannot 
^^he school is one of the major institutions providing chil be drawn as to how this affects the amenities and resources 
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tent have been adopted, and Arkansas has developed a arts to include the arts in their curriculum in a creative and 
framework for these disciplines. In addition, the state has interactive way. Arts Council information indicates that long- 
voluntarily established benchmarks in the arts of what stu- term use of the Arts in Education program has the most last- 
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residency program that lasts four to six weeks is also avail- The Arts Council operates on a $2.5-million annual budget. Of 
able. The Arts in Park and Arts on Tour programs are any that, $1 million is from the state, and the remaining is from grants 
programs open to the public that involve any of the perform- and gifts. For the most part, the Council’s programs are free. 



o 




2 o 

O) (/) 
:= O 

i 1 

5 .8 

I I 

§ = 

CM <5 

O B 

CO ^ 
o c 
c o 



o 



“D 
c 

"1 o 

G> ^ 
CM 

oi 
^ LO 
~ CO 



c 

0 

Q> 

5 



iL c 1- 

•S' 

E < ^ 

£ ? o 

jE £ g 

- O) « 

E ^ o) 
03 O o 

O) x: Q. 
o 

c 

o 
O 

0 
c 

o _ 

C 0 0 

0 0 
“ 0 
0 



0 Q 



0 

k_ 

O 

E 



0 

1 



CO 

CO 



O) 
c 

TO ^ 

0 CM*' 
0 
C 
0 



3 

C 

o 

0 

■c 

< 

TO 

C 



0 



I 

QQ 0 “6 



0 

Q. 

C 

0 

■c 

< 

c 

g 

0 

O 

3 

TO 

LU 



C 

0 



0 

O) 

0 

C 

0 

> 

TO 

0 

0 

0 

O 

c 

12 

TO 



0 
E 
0 0 



0 

C 

3 

O 

o 



lO 



O) 

o 



o 
c 

3 

o 
0 o 

s « 

s < 
0 

< s 



0 

■c 

< 



c 

0 

E 

5 

o 

TO 

c 

LU 

0 

C 

o 



0 



TO 

C 

0 



6 



(D 0 



•c > 



O) 0 
TO 



O 



2 % S ^ B 
^ 0 be 



X 

*0 

TO 

c 

0 

0 

0 

0 
4— » 
0 



0 O 
Z 

0 ^ 
0 



0 

E 

0 

k_ 

O) 

o 



O CL 0 -3 



"6 w 

§ c 

u- a 



(U cc 

tf ^ 

^ c 



0 

sz 

tl 

o 



0 

‘5L 

0 

o 

0 

Q. 

0 
4 — » 

C 

0 

o 

CO 



0 
o 
E 
0 

CO _ 
0 

0 03 
0 0 
E S 
< E 

1 

0 O 
CD '5 



o 



0 

b 

0“ 

■D 

C 

0 



0 



0 

-•-< 

C 

0 

O 



Q. 

0 *»“ 
o 10 



0 

0 

0 

C 

0 



"6 

1 

2 
0 

TO 

0 

SZ 

0“ 

O) 

0 

0 

> 

0 



0 

Q. 



C 

0 

o 



o 

0 

O) 

0 

k. 

0 

> 

0 



0 

0 

tl 

0 

0 



0 

O 

0 

0 

0 

C 

0 



— vu ^ ^ 

k. • 4 -i' O O I— 



O 
O 
0 CM 

? c 

3 

-o 

0 ^ 
0 ^ 



0 



0 

C I— 
O 

5 

0 1^ 



0 0 
^ 0 



0 



CM 
0 

B 0 

TO 0 

E -c 
0 

Q. O) 

° I 

o c 
• 0 



^ 0 



CL _ 
■D 0 

S ^ 

0 x: 
0 I— 
0 -O * 

4— » c 

0 CM 
0 

0 c 5 
■o ■ ' 



o 

O) 

c 

_3 

0 

1 

E 

3 



0 



O) 

c 

c 

0 

0“ 

'q. 

0 

O 

k. 

0 

Q- 



TD ^ 
C 1- 
0 00 



I 

0 

■c 

0 

0 

Q. 

0 

O 

0 

Q. 



O 0 
C 

IT) 0 

ce O 
^ CD 

0 
5 

0 

1 



0 



0 

0 

5 

o 



0 0 



^ 3 



C 3 ) 

c 

c 

0 



0 



0 



0 0 



Q. 

X 

0 



X 

.0 



0 

I— 

3 

C 

0 

Q. 

X 

0 

0 

O) 

0 

k_ 

0 

> 

0 

0 

C 

q 

0 

c 



0 

’ 5 . 

0 

o 

k. 

0 

Q. 

00 

1^ 



0 0 ^ |_ 0 



0 



Q. 

0 

O 



0 ^ 

^ 9 

S £ 
^ 0 
.g> to 



0 o 



0 

0 



I tn 



0 
0 
CD 

•2 10 
0 



in 



0 

0 

■*-* 

c 

0 

o 

CO 

CM 



'^0 0 



0 

^3^ 

O) 

c 

'0 

3 



0 

0 

0 



0 




0 




CM 




_C 




k^ 




0 




0 




0 




k. 




0 




*0 




C 




3 




0 




0 




0 












C 




0 


■D 


0 


0 


0 


O) 

k. 




0 


0 


E 


"0 


w 


3 


E 


0 


to 


*> 


k. 

O) 


“D 


0 


C 

0 


k_ 

Q. 


O) 


0 




05 

Osi 



o 

o 

<N 

CO 

CO 




$ 

UJ 

oc 

Q 



3 : 

o 

03 

o 

p: 

5 

oc 

o 

Uj 

oc 

oc 



00 

CM 




CASE STUDY: THE STUDIO FOR THE ARTS IN POCAHONTAS (RANDOLPH COUNTY) 
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Physical Activity should not have to be athletes to get physical-activity oppor- 

tunities at school. Physical activity will influence children’s 
While the need for physical activity exists and its benefit is living styles as adults. 
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Number of teachers teaching the arts: this provides an opportunity to compare the number of music, drama and fine arts teachers 
avaiiabie to the children in the pubiic schools. In some counties, this ratio is so high that it will be difficult for teachers to be able to 
effectively cater to the aesthetic need of the children. Most likely, this indicator varies by school district within each county. These statistics 
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Number of students to each P.E. teacher: the ratio of students to RE. teachers for grades K-5, 6-8 and 9-12. This number was obtained 
by dividing the number of students by the number of teachers teaching in that school level. It should be noted that the numbers are just an 
estimate because some schools may share the same teacher and report the number twice while others may report it just as one teacher. 
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Number of children in Girl Scouts: this is one of the traditional programs available to children that provide an opportunity for them to 
develop social and self-improving attributes that will be beneficial to them throughout their lifetime. The Girl Scout Council provides the 
number for each county. These numbers are estimates because the number is collected under Girl Scout districts that do not necessarily 
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RESOURCES FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION OUTCOMES FOR CHILDREN 
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